actual care of the patient and the burn surface. The interdisciplinary approach is emphasized, one-third of the book being contributed by the health team members:
Tutorials in General Practice
Michael Mead & Henry Patterson pp 142 £9.95 London: Pitman 1983 The literature has grown from almost nil to infinity. The largest professional branch of medicine is building up its own stable of runners but so far there are few first class thoroughbreds. One reason' for the rapid expansion in GP literature was' the introduction of a mandatory period of recognized training. The organization of the training has become big business with millions of pounds paid into it by the DHSS.
Books,are being written specifically for trainers and trainees to help them through the general practice part of the course: 'Tutorials in General Practice' is another such book. It has derived from real live tutorials by a trainer, Henry Patterson, and his trainee, Michael Mead. The subjects selected are those common in and unique to general practice. After an introduction on the nature ·of the problem, a brief case history is presented and then follows dissection and discussion of factual knowledge plus experience required for good management. The subjects are thoughtfully chosen and the material contents are sound and accurate. The presentation is, however, rather dull and unattractive.
It can be recommended as an addition to the practice library but it will require perseverance on the part of trainees and trainers.
JOHN FRY

General Practitioner
Beckenham, Kent The book with this title describes a symposium in which the authors discussed a range of topics that include the possible relationship between demographic statistics and nutrition; surveys of food consumption; the differences between people's attitudes and their behaviour; and the extent to which farming is related to nutritional needs. Other papers discussed the practical questions of the role of school meals in safeguarding nutritional standards and possibly modifying food habits, the problems of the disabled and elderly, and the best ways of providing catering services in hospitals and other institutions.
The book makes an interesting collection of essays; worth reading even though -or especially because -it still seems necessary to stress the importance of interaction between food and people.
JOHN YUDKIN
Emeritus Professor of Nutrition University of London
Therapeutic Apheresis and Plasma Perfusion (Progress in Clinical and Biological Research, vol 106). Richard S A Tindall pp 468 £37 New York: Alan R Liss 1983 Therapeutic apheresis refers to the removal of one or more components of the blood from a patient in an attempt to treat his disease. In its most popular form, plasmapheresis, it has been used to treat over 100 different diseases -not always very successfully. Since the early 1970s when the introduction of cell separators made this type of treatment feasible, there have been over one thousand papers in the medical literature dealing with its application. There is clearly a need for someone to draw them all together and reach some conclusions on these expensive and time consuming procedures. This volume reports on the 3rd National Conference on Therapeutic Apheresis in Dallas in May 1982. Eighty-five authors bring their combined wisdom to bear on the state of the art at that time. As conference proceedings go, this volume is better than most in that many of the most eminent in this field have contributed. However, nobody publishes their best work in this form and almost everything in this volume has been published before; sometimes in exactly the same form, sometimes in a form that does not have to take account of the need to contract or expand the information to fill a twenty minute talk. It is interesting to have the open discussions
